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Germans to despise the Sicilians; taught that in the
Pope himself, his guardian, there was no faith or loyalty;
that his guardian would have sacrificed him, had it been
his interest, to the house of Tancred. All around him
was intrigue, violence, conflict. Government was al-
most suspended throughout Sicily. The Saracens hardly
acknowledging any allegiance to the throne, warred
with impartiality against the Christians of both parties;
yet neither had any repugnance to an alliance with the
gallant Infidels against the opposing party. Such was
the training of him who was in a short time to wear the
Imperial crown, to wage the last strife of the house of
Hohenstaufen with his mother, rather perhaps his
mother, the Chinch.